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Foreword

The HIV/AIDS pandemic is increasingly being acknowledged as a growing governance challenge. As HIV/AIDS
hurts economic and social growth by draining poor nations of their children, workers and leaders, it puts pres-
sure on political systems and can challenge democracy.

Strong leadership is required to effectively combat the pandemic. The greatest achievements in preventing
the spread of the disease and alleviating the impact of AIDS has been found in countries where the political
leadership has demonstrated strong political will and firm commitment to acknowledge and respond to the crisis
openly and as a national priority.

Parliamentarians are leaders in society and have both the mandate and the public confidence to act in the
interests of the community and respond to the HIV crisis. Parliamentarians vote for the Budget and can com-
mand the influence and resources required to improve the national response to HIV/AIDS in their countries. As
representatives of the people, parliamentarians are in a unique position to set an example, raise awareness of
HIV and spur others into action.

The fight against HIV/AIDS requires strong policy-making and the development of national programmes that
look beyond the health impact of HIV and address the myriad challenges created by the pandemic. Successful
policies and programmes require ongoing monitoring and scrutiny to ensure proper implementation; parliamen-
tarians must play this fundamental oversight role.

The purpose of this study is, in part, to respond directly to concerns from African parliamentarians about what
various parliaments across Africa are doing about HIV/AIDS. It provides lessons learned and detailed analysis on
the impact of parliamentary oversight of HIV/AIDS in a number of countries in Africa. This research also contributes
key recommendations to strengthen the role of parliamentarians in the fight against HIV/AIDS. Whether it be
the enactment of laws to prohibit discrimination against People Living With HIV/AIDS (PLWHAS) or budgetary
oversight to ensure HIV programmes receive adequate funding, the full engagement of parliamentarians is critical
to ensure effective national responses to the pandemic and adequate resources to support such initiatives.

In recognition of the crucial role of parliamentarians in the fight against HIV/AIDS, and because of the grow-
ing field of inquiry which has recently opened to look at the governance challenges in combating the spread of
HIV/AIDS in Africa, the Canadian PC approached IDASA to undertake research on the practice of oversight in
various African parliaments with respect to HIV/AIDS. This publication is the product of a growing partnership
between the Parliamentary Centre and IDASA, who share a commitment to the promotion of good governance
and improved accountability of policy-makers.

We hope that parliamentarians and other actors in the field of governance will be able to make use of this re-
search in advancing the response to HIV/AIDS within their countries and at a regional and international level.

Christine Ivory, Regional Coordinator, Parliamentary Support Programme
Dr. Rasheed Draman, Director, Africa Programmes
Dr. Steven Langdon, Director, Africa-Canada Parliamentary Support Programme






